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September 2018: SCA Study Circle

Follow The Master

Bhagavan made four statements. He said, “Follow the Master, Face the Devil, Fight to the End
and Finish the Game.” Every statement of Bhagavan has profound meaning. Today, we discuss
the first statement: ‘Follow the Master’.

Bhagavan put the question, “Who is a Master?” This question was put to a professor, he said, “A
Master is one who has mastered the subject.” Bhagavan said, “You are wrong. Anyone else? Who
is a Master?” Another person said, “Swami, a Master is one who is an expert in his subject.”
Bhagavan replied, “You are wrong. Anyone else?” Another said, “Swami, a Master is one who is
an authority in the subject.” Bhagavan replied, “You are wrong. A Master is one who has control
over his senses. But you are not masters. You are only ‘Misters’. Mister so and so.”

So we are all misters and not masters. None of us exercise full control over the senses. A person
writes his name and then next to that a degree like M.Sc. or M.A. Bhagavan says, “The degree is
not given to you. The degree is given to your memory, performance, for the attendance you put in,
and the experiments that you have done in the laboratory. So, the various degrees are only given
for your memory and retentive capacity. If you are to have a degree, you should practice whatever
you read. All that you read must be used for the welfare of society, because you are a member of
the society. You attend a College or a University. This is a gift of society. You are born in society,
earn in society, and make a name in society. Therefore, you are a master only when you practice,
serve and use your knowledge for the benefit of your fellowmen and not otherwise.”

There is only one Master, He is God. No one has the authority to call himself a Master. A college
teacher is not a Master. He knows how to repeat in verbatim. A school teacher is not a Master,
because he knows to complete a syllabus. We are not Masters, but teachers; the Master is only
God. You should follow such a Master who is God himself. Having accepted Bhagavan Baba as
the Master, we cannot call anyone else our Master. There is only one God who is omnipresent.
Bhagavan Baba is our Master. Let us see what are his qualifications to be our Master.

The first quality of Bhagavan is ‘Selflessness’. Bhagavan is 100% selfless. Bhagavan is not ready
to take anything. He only give, but never receive. On one occasion He said, “Do you know why |
distribute clothes to ladies and the gents? The reason is that you may learn to give and cultivate
the habit of sharing and sacrifice.” Thus, the Master is one who always gives but never takes.

Once Bhagavan stated, “All who are here, | want that you be Biggers, but you want to be
beggars.” Bhagavan wants us to grow bigger and bigger. We are the Masters of an entire creation.
We are the greatest of all, because we are the embodiment of divine, we are the Atmic Principle.
“God made man in His own image”, says the Holy Bible.

In one of the Summer Courses, Bhagavan began to talk to the boys and suddenly Dr. Gokak, the
guest speaker arrived. All stood up and Bhagavan too stood up. Gokak said, “All be seated”, and
Bhagavan too sat down. Later, Bhagavan said, “The boys should know how to respect a teacher.
They should stand up and then take their seats only after the teacher takes his seat and not before
that.” Bhagavan is an ideal to follow in every respect, how a student should behave, express



gratitude and be disciplined. Bhagavan sets an example as a teacher; He explains things in such a
clear manner that no teacher can match Him.

Universal & Practical Teachings of Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba, Chapter 4

Questions:
1. What are the qualifications to be a Master? [Sequential narration]
2. How do you progress from a ‘Mister’ to ‘Master’? [ Sequential narration]

3. ‘Having accepted Bhagavan Baba as the Master, we cannot call anyone else our
Master’. Elaborate on your understanding of the statement. [Open discussion]



