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June 2018: SCA Study Circle

Nearness vis-a-vis Dearness

We come across people who claim to be very ‘near’ to Bhagavan, staying in Prasanthi Nilayam for
decades. There are others who declare that they are ‘close’ to Bhagavan by virtue of their position
in the organization. We see another category who feel sad for being far away from Him, living
abroad or long distance away. Further, we encounter others who express their helplessness since
they could not be near or close to Him.

| personally feel that those that say they are close to Bhagavan are ignorant, while those that feel
they are distanced from Him are innocent. If anyone openly declares that he is very close or near
to Bhagavan, undoubtedly he is proud and egoistic, with his fatal fall fast approaching. On the
other hand, if one goes on feeling sad on grounds that he is not so near, he is foolish. Spiritually
both the attitudes are wrong.

Bhagavan in one of His discourses mentioned that the so called nearness or closeness is purely
psychological and not physical. He gave an illustration: When the neighbour is on death bed, you
are not bothered or disturbed. Whereas, when you come to know that your son in U.S.A. is unwell,
you are totally upset. The man next door has not affected you. Why? Your son, though in U.S.A.
a long distance away is mentally near and mere physical nearness to the neighbour did not
influence you.

Bhagavan repeatedly tells the college students, “Honeybees come from far off places to drink the
nectar from the lotus flower, whereas, snails, frogs, fishes in the pond near the lotus do not know
its value. Similarly, many devotees come here from distant lands knowing the value of Bhagavan.
You are like frogs and snails and do not know the value. You see Me every day and so do not
know the value. 1 talk, I sing, | joke, | dine and | move with you and therefore you are deluded.
Under the lamp you always find a shadow. Similarly, you are in the shadow. The light from the
lighthouse reaches long distances, but beneath the lighthouse it is dark.

Bhagavan also said, “It is not the number of trips that you make to Puttaparthi that matters. You
see the bus drivers and conductors coming every day. Do they see the divinity?”

What | want to impress upon you is that to be ‘near’ is not enough. It has to be coupled with being
‘dear’ to be complete. When once you are ‘dear’ the nearness finds its fulfilment. Proximity is
fruitful by being ‘dear’ and it confers bliss. The actual spiritual experience is obtained with the
combination of these two. A father loves his son very much. The son is very dear to him; yet, is
not enough if the son stays at a long distance. Father also desires that the son be near him.
Similarly, one has to be both ‘near’ and ‘dear’ to God to be totally benefited by our Avatar.

Bhagavan gave an example; when two pieces of firewood are lit up they are consumed by fire.
Added to this, when we fan or blow air, the flame increases. The two pieces of wood should be
placed ‘near’, lit and be burning. These two ‘near’ (two pieces close to each other) and ‘dear’
(blowing the air) led to a flame of bliss.

Universal & Practical Teachings of Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba, Chapter 1
Questions:



. How do you feel towards people who claim to be close to Bhagavan? Why?
[ Sequential narration]

. ‘Under the lamp you always find a shadow’, sometimes people can’t see what’s right in
front of them. Has this happened to you? Elaborate. [Open discussion]

. How to become dear to God? [Sequential narration]

. Why is it said that ‘one has to be both near and dear to God to be totally benefited by
our Avatar’ ? [Open discussion]



