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January 2018: SCA Study Circle

Who is the most important person in a Sai Centre?

Mr. Bozzani, an ardent devotee of Swami shared the following during the new Regional officers’
orientation in 2005, Los Angeles, CA:

“Dr.Hislop and few other members of the American Sai Organization were seated
in the interview room with Baba. After listening patiently to the updates from each
one of us, Baba asked us this question. 'Who is the most important person in a
Sai Centre?' We all took turns to answer what seemed to be a simple question.

Devotee : President, Swami.

Swami : No.

Devotee : Devotional Coordinator, Swami.
Swami : No.

Devotee : You, Swami!

Swami : No, no.

It seemed obvious that we were not in the right track and requested Baba to
enlighten us. Baba then very sweetly said, 'the last person who walks in through
the doors of the Centre is the most important person.’

So dear new officers, make sure you treat everyone who walks into your centre
as the most important person. They are the ones who are most in need of your
loving words and warm welcome!"

Questions:

1. You have this colleague at work who has heard a lot about the Sai Centre, especially
the wonderful service activities and the multi faith gathering, and they want to attend
the centre. How can we make sure that he/she feels welcome at the Centre? [Open
discussion]

2. What does your Sai Centre do to make people of all faiths feel welcome? What has
your contribution been to ensure this? [ Sequential narration]

3. Have you witnessed an instance in your Centre where a particular person or a group
did not feel welcome in the Centre? What could have been done differently to make
the situation better? [Open discussion]

4. Swami says, “Members of the Sai Organization must carry on their work with the firm
faith that all are the children of one God.” How can we live this message in a practical
way at the Sai Centre level? [Sequential narration]

Source: Living in Sai, Study Circle Guide
Sai Young Adults, USA



F R TEES Facilitator Notes:

.45 Concluding Thoughts

If times permits, carry out the following Q&A.
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The following questions are for each individual to reflect on. The answers can be
shared as well depending on the inclination of the group.
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e Reflect on your own personal spiritual journey. Would you be where you are
without actively participating in Sai Centre activities?
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e How often do you attend Sai Centre gatherings (bhajan sessions, study
circles, etc.)? As an individual member of the Sai Centre, what steps can
you take to ensure your regular participation in Sai Centre activities?
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e Make a note of these commitments in your personal diary or outlook calendar.
Give yourself a timeline of 3 — 6 months to put these steps into practice.
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e Take a few moments and ask Swami to guide your Sai Centre and all its
members so that it could be the ideal Sai Centre that He envisioned.
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