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June 2017: SCA Study Circle

A wealthy man who had four wives had to go abroad for some important work. He spent a
few months in a foreign country. Before he returned home, he wrote a letter to each of his wives.
In the letter he mentioned that he would be coming home in a few weeks, and if there was
anything they wanted from that particular country, they could send a list and he would be glad to
bring back the various things to them.

His first wife was an unhappy lady; she was suffering from many ailments. She sent the
husband a list of medicines, explaining that her health was not good and that she would like to
have a number of foreign medicines which would help her feel better. His second wife had a
great many desires. She wrote, ‘Dear husband, please bring me some fine jewels, some silk
saris and all the latest fashionable articles that are available there.” The third wife had a strong
spiritual inclination. She wrote to the husband asking for any good books that were available in
that country, books which dealt with the lives of great saints, depicting their life experiences. She
was always looking for good spiritual books that would inspire her in her own spiritual aspirations.
His fourth and favourite wife wrote, ‘Dearest one, | do not need anything for myself. | will be very
happy when | know that you have come back home, safe and sound.’

When he returned home he brought with him whatever they had asked for. And then he
went to stay with the fourth wife. The other three wives became jealous of the favourite one since
the husband had gone to stay with her. They sent messages asking, “After such a long time
without seeing us you have not even once come to our houses to visit us. What is the reason for
this?” The husband replied, “I have given each of you exactly what you asked for. One of you
asked for medicines; | brought them. One of you asked for the latest jewels; | brought them. One
of you asked for sacred books; | brought them. One of you wanted only me, so now she has me!”

This husband is the Lord himself and the four wives are the four types of devotees.
1. the seekers of boons to relieve their suffering,
2. the seekers of blessings for a full and happy life,
3. the inquirers into the deeper meaning of life, and
4. the knowers of the highest spiritual wisdom.

The first type is one who prays to the Lord when he is in difficulty or undergoing trials and
tribulations. It is only at such times that he thinks of the Lord and worships him. The second type
is one who entreats the Lord for the blessings of wealth, position and power. He prays to the
Lord for progeny and long life and yearns to gain houses, property, cattle, gold, jewels and such
things to serve his fellow man. They are anxious to acquire worldly objects, but do not
understand the subtle meaning and deeper significance of all these outer symbols of worldly
wealth. The third type of devotee is ever engaged in inquiry into truth. He constantly seeks to
know, ‘Where is God? Who is God? How can | reach God? What is my relationship to God? Who
am 1?7 When you enter this stage, you become engaged in all these inquiries in order to gain
spiritual knowledge. You approach great people, listen to their teaching, serve them, and study
the sacred scriptures. Finally, when you have fully absorbed the teachings within yourself, you
leave this stage behind and become the fourth type of devotee, the highest knower of truth, the
one of abiding wisdom. This wisdom is true spiritual knowledge, the transcendental knowledge. It
refers to the experience of unity, the experience of the One without a second.



Questions:

1. What type of devotee are you? Please elaborate. [Sequential narration]

2. ‘God is the wish-fulfilling tree. He will answer everyone’s request. He knows what you want
and he will give it to you.” Do you agree with the statement? Why? [Open discussion]

3. Why is it important to always have good, positive thoughts? [ Open discussion]

Source: ‘Sai Baba Gita’, 14th Chapter



